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St. Matth, IIL vii. 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 


Repentance, 
tance could work {o far upon 


V ews, that there went out to 
him Jeruſalem, and all Fudea, and all the region 
round about Fordan, and 'were baptized of him, 
confeſſing their ſins, as we read Ver, 5th. and 
6th. of this Chapter ; I am not willing to 
ſuppoſe that ſo muny as from time to time 
have come to you upon the ſame Errand (hould 
have prevailed nothing. God forbid that fo 
many earneſt Exhortations ſhould have been 
in vain to you! God forbid that any here 
ſhould have ſo much to anſwer for ! By your 
preſence in this*place, it is meet for me to think 


this of you all, That at leaſt you do not come 
ſhort . 


HEN one Preacher of Repen- 


| FS | 
ſhort of theſe : My Deſign is to inform you 
that theſe came ſhort of their Duty, and that 
every {inner who would make his Peace with 
God muſt exceed them. 

As there is Science falſly ſo called, lo there 
is Kepentance too; and itis not to be doubted 
but that more periſh by Repenting amiſs, than 
do by not Repenting at all. Few fo eared, 
but after one fort or another do ſomething 
that they call ſo; and yet tho' the number of 
ſuch Penitents be as the ſand upon the Sea-ſhore, 
but 2 remnant of them ſhall be ſaved : no more, 
than thole of them who ro their Repentance 
add Amendment. 

It any thing leſs would have ſerved, theſe 
ſpoken to 1n the Text would not have been 
tound fault with. They had the looks of Pe- 
nitents, they ſpake the Language of Penitents, 
they wore the Garments of Penitents, they 
uled the Diet of Penitents : But when there 
was nothing more, all this commended then not 
to God, but is continued by che Baptiſt as the 
Ceremonious Sacrifice of Fools, as the Vain- 
glorious neglect of the Body ; and they warned, 
as they would fly from the wrath to come, not 
to abuſe themſelves with ſach deceitful Fan- 
cies; given to underſtand that Repentance 


ſtrictly 


3 

rifily taken, if it be true, hath no promiſe 
bur as it is productive of a change of Life. And 
upon that account, with a Conſcientious plain- 
neſs, wvehemence, and ſharpneſs he here preſleth 
them, That they would bring forth fruits meet 
for Repentance. 

That the reaſon of this Exhortation may 
appear the clearer, I would deſire your At- 
tention to the opening thele three things : 


Fir, That a bare Repentance without Fruits 
is not all that is required of us in order to 
our Pardon. 

2dly, That we may bring forth ſeveral fruits 
of Repentance, and yet not thole that are meet 
neither. 

3dly, That as we would have our Repen- 
tance accepted, we muſt not content our ſelves 
with any fruits, but ſuch as properly mani- 
teſt the Sincerity and Ingenuity of it. 


The firſt of theſe Particulars | would ſpeak 
to, is, That a bare Repentance without fruits 
is not all that is required of us in order to 
our Pardon. So the Baptiſt plainly implieth 
here. Burt 1s this like a fore-runner of Chriſt ? 


This ſeemeth not ſo much to prepare, as con- 
tradi 


HT. 


[ 4 
tradi} the way of the Lord. His Command is, 
that Repentance and Remifſion of ſtris - ſhould be 
preached in bis Name. And is not this to pt 
afunder that which he hath joyned together ? 
Seemingly it doth (o, 

Bur if we conſider the different acceptations 
of this word in Scripture, we ſhall find no 
cauſe to be offended, One doth not deſtroy, 
what the other baildeth ; they both mean the 
lame thing. | 

For the moſt part Repentance 1s uled in fo 
comprehenſive a ſenſe, as ro note both the 
Tree and the Fruit too. Accordingly St. Paul, 
when -he ſummeth up the whole 'Duty of a 
Chriſtian, reduceth it to thefe two Heads, 
Afis 20. 21. Repentance toward Gol, and 
Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Where 
Faith being only a believing the Articles ' of 
our Religion, Repentance muſt include in it 
all the reſt, our conformity to all its Precepts. 
And it we will underſtand it thus, roo much 
cannot be ſaid of it. So, 'it is the Evangeli- 
cal City of Refuge, , the undoubted Heir of the 
Promiſe. | 

Bur if we take Repentance for no more , 
than ſometimes is meant by ic, for that parti- 
cular Grace ingly, fo it is no otherwi(e''the 

Con- 


[3] 
Condition| of. the New Covenant than a hopeled 
Spring is :Harweſs. | 
£4 Cure thoſe dangerous Conceits of this 
kind; that are'fo-rife, and have been imbi- 
bed + fo deep, /: we will take a view | of ' the 
ſeveral: parts: of which Repemance doth 'con- 
fiſt; and ſhew you that there is not any of 
chem but what may be in them that periſh. 
'Repentance being: ſuch an! inward: ſenſe of *© 
our ſins, as: bringeth 1s" to' an ackpowledgment 
of them, with grief for what is paſt, and pur- 
Poſe to reform for the Pc hath ns" theſe 


four things in. it. 


Conviction, 

-: Confeſſon, | 
\ Humiliation, 'and 
Good Reſolutions. 


Now there are not any of theſe but-what 
have been in the Children: of Perdition. 


Firſt, As to Conviction: Tho' a fort of ; 
Men have thonght fit to: {et it out under the 
affeQted Title of the Pangs of the New Birth; 
and taught their followers to date their Con- 
rſs on from the zerrors of it: when it is only 

X B an 
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I}-an,vpprever fees of our. Gails and Daxger , 
it cannot 1n it ſelf be any Verene at all, britg 
duc that! we are. meerly puſſive in, They 
who ule ſtudied Arts 'to elude it, cath no 
mipre-preyeinc it; thati they can the: Cholich in 
their Bervels, or the Ligbthing flaſhing in. cheir 
faces. When Sc, Pax reaſoned of Rigbteonſ- 
Ads 24. neſs, and Temperance, and Fudgment fo coMe , 
Join 8.9. Felix could not. help trembling 3 nor the Pha- 
rifees when the caſe' was put home to them, 
being con2utted. of their own Conſciences. So 
that this may be, and we no more in a ftate 
of Grace than either of theſe were. 


2 The next part of it is Confeſſron, the hum- 

ble acknowledgment of our fins unto God. 

This is a piece of Ingenuity that we are much 

encouraged to. He boketh wpou men ( faith 

Job 37-27 Elihu ) and if any ſay, I bawe ſinned, and 

perverted that which is. right, and it profited 

me not ; he will deliver his foul from going 

; into the pit. Only acknowledge thine iniquity 
er. 3-13. : 

that thou baſt tranſgreſſed apainſt the Lord 

(faith God in Feremy) and 1 will not cauſe 

mine anger to reft upon thee. If we confeſs our 

x John 9. fins ( faith St. John ) he # faithfſal and Juſt 

to forgive us aur ſens, &c, But can any 

imagine 


[Pl 
” imagine that it is a bore Confeſſion thit all theſe 
Promiſes belong to #' No, 'by'a Fiptite fantis' 
Har to the Holy,'as well as oth Writinby, 
it is only @ purt put for the whole,” when ſuch 
glorions things are ſpoken of it, The Evetit | 
ſheweth there is more than (6 "e} wp PE «© 
the” Sinner. Tf Confeſſion | Alone Ga 
riongh, ' Sax would in ared as ell as Da. 
4d, his Confeſſion was al gether 3s anple! 
When Nathin reproved David, His A on 
was, 1 have fainted again "the Lord,” 2 Sam. 
5. 12 n Santel' Yroved Sul, 'he 
Fa Fant Sat ſaid #mto Sunwel;"F Bate © 
faite; fob" E Fav” 1H1Rre ſed the (omar. 
ment of the Lord, 1 Sam. 15. 24. 'And yet 
tho' David's fin was done we = aul ( 
know ) was rejecfed. $0 littte is this ha al- 
fo .of Repentahce to be revel on. | 


"Phe Thir is Torako any td oy 
row ' for the fins we have committed. This 
IS' 2. TY le' have ſuck Opinion of \.ay 

eo fancy Rep pen  ro\be* 'nothiti 
jo  that* if they 6nd ' ſornerfiing* 
this itt” 7 chimes Dey conclude thicy” are 
faſe,” and af” nt thenC”**Bur''thits 6 
nnich"6 over-rifion alto 35 C420: the 
B 2 Apoſtle 


[8] 


tle informeth us,. char godly, forrow work: 
q repentance ynge; life, Sec, It is,2 good_begine 


ning; and well, managed. may; bring us.t0 re- 
pentance uuto life, but itſelf "is not to be ac- 


counted, fo; If; it were, then Ahab xepented 


. mor meu eolife 2 he; humuhled, bimfel " and. [Put 08 


If it + were, the Hypocrites com-, 


Itl..58. 5: EY of in Haigh,. repented unto .life,. far, 


Ads 1.18. burſt, qſunder. au "7, ah 


4- 


they offligjed, ", ſoulsy, and, freed. aſhes we 
der th them. . Fares Gare,r, Tydas trees repeny 
ted unto | ik ifey, «. far far be was fo overwhelmed 


with ſorrow, fog What, he. "Hb done, that he 
LIFE So.\ WE fefual 
may .this-part. of: \ Kepertonce . be alſo, ſorrow 


HET MKC 2 ; A040 (9 7 


"The lafk 1s: Kofelutien of Amendment. "This 
looketh belt of ;apy, ,and.if . Men. could, be 
ſure they ſhould keep them, when they make 


. them, they. might have.grapyds to. hope, ;that 


'E who calleth, the things. that, are. not, 4s. if. 
e 


y Werfog;rould,; grarigully; apeepr; ;chem, 
Bur,: oafas)orihag . molt, Mens. Reſglu- 
tions of. this; kind ? ;like, fhe,;haſty Bloſk ſloms 
produced by '. ſome, unexpeded. Sk of 
Weathex,;,they, adorn. the\Treewith their . 3 
viing.Coloury and are promiſing to Rees 

ut 


L #1] 
but not one-10 a hundred of them cometh to 
good , but. drop to the ground betore they 
knit, and fruſtrate Expectation. - Such: are 
moſt of our Refolutions, but caſual Embryo's 
of incomplete velleities, that frequently be- 
fore. they are any thing more, - miſcarry and 
prove Abortive ; dye before they could well 
be faid ro live, Experience ſadly convinceth 
us we. can Do more:depend on them than on 
the Morning-Clond for Rain. 

Ic is. a miſtake that METEVUL, which (igni- 
fieth a+.change. of Mind, doth always im- 
port a-Saving-Repentance :. The word is uſed 
by .the Septuagint, . Prov. 14. 15. in the ſame 
ſenſe - with werzuiaue, which is allowed to 
note but the fruitleſs one of Reprobates. There 
may be, too often is, a preſent. Change of 
Mind that .proveth no better; and therefore 
the Holy-Ghoſt 'joyneth other words with it, 
to explain and adjuſt ic. So St, Peter, Ads 3. 
19. Repent and be converted, that your ſins 
may he-\ blotted 'ont.. .' And St: Paul; Ads 26. 
20.: Repent and: turn unto God, to ſhew that 
it 1s not enough to have better Reſolutions, un- 
lels as God giveth ſpace and Opportunity we 
put them..into Practice. 


This 


Il. 
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This is ſufficient to be ſpoken to the firſt 
Propoſition , That bare ' Repentance without 
Fruits is not all that is required- of us in or- 
der to our Pardoy. I proceed to the 


Second, That we may bring forth ſeveral 
Fruits of Repentance, and yet not thoſe that 
are meet neither. That was the caſe of theſe 
here ſpoken to in the. Text, the Phariſees and 
Sadducees. 

The latter of theſe the Sadducees, tho' 
they denyed that great Article. of Faith, and 
morive to Repentance, the Immortality of the 
Soul, and conſequently its Rewards or Pu- 
niſbhments in another Life ; yet they 'were not 
dire A4jheifls, but had ſcme belief and fear 
of God with them notwithſtanding. They 
received the Law of Mofes, and were ſo per- 
ſwaded of the certainty of the Tex:poral Bleſ- 
fings and Curſes written in it, as made them 
regular Obſervers of the litter of . it. Some 
of the High Priefts themfelves, Hivcanpne,, 
Ariſtobulus, Alexander; 8c. 'were of thn Sebi, 
and »any of them are ſaid, ' wer. 7. to be fo 
wropght on by the Preaching of Jobn, as to 
come to his Baptiſm, coufeſſong their ſms. 


The 


(1 ] 

The other, the Phariſees, St. Paul, who 
underſtood them well ( having himſelf been 
one of them ) AGs 26.5. calleth the ftraiteſt 
Se& of our Religion. They were more pre- 
ciſe than any of the reſt. Toſephns faith 
they did nearly reſemble the Sroicks among 
the Greeks, who had the higheſt Eſteem of 
any of their Philoſophers, for the Severity of 
their way of Living. The Common People 
had ſuch an Opinion of their Sanity , that 
it was Proverbially ſaid among them, That 
if but two Men 1n the World went to Hea- 
ven, one of them muſt be a Phareſee. 

And yet for all this, though others thought 
them ſo very Righteous, though they trufted 
in themſelves that they were righteous , they 
are here called @ Generation of Vipers. That 
which was ſo highly eſteemed with men, was 
but an abomination in tbe ſight of God; and if 
we conſider it, we ſhall find Reaſon for ic. 

I will not jnfiſt upon what our bleſſed Lord 
ſo oft ubraideth them with, the wile and ſelfiſh, 
the paultry and bypocritical ends they had in all 
their Religions Performances, namely, to make 
themſelves Popxlar, and ſerve their Secular In- 
tereſts ; tho' this alone muſt render the beſ# 


things we can do edious and loathſome to him 
who 


[ 12 ] 


who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, but requireth truth 
inthe inward. parts : Yet. becauſe it is not {o 
much their. aims and: intentions in doing them, 
as the things themſelves which they dzd, that 
ſeem here reflected on, I ſhall confine my 
Diſcourle to them, - and mark out two conſi- 
derable defeis w.them. 


Fir}, Tho' they brought: forth Ps Fruits, 
they were but ſome, not all. that were required 
of them. ge 

Secondly,Tho' they brought forth ſome Fruits, 


they were but coarſe and mean, ſuch as were 
of leaſt value. 


Fu, Tho' they bronght forth ſome Fruits, 
they were but ſome, not all that were required 
of them. One part of their Duty was taken, 
and another left ;- one regarded, and another re- 
jefed, according as it was in zogae, or ſuited 
with their znclinations. Inſtead of an univer- 
ſal, they yielded unto God a partial Obedience, 
flattering themſelves that their extraordinary 
niceneſi about ſome particular Precepts, ſhould 
excuſe their negle&t, and make amends for their 
c:olation of ' others. They preſumed that their 
Devotion ſhould conmute-tor,'thejr Injuſtice , 

and 
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and that becauſe they were 8experate in eating 
and drinking, they thould not be condemmed 
for being covetous or araliciont. Being truly. 
zealous againſt Idolatry, they were not con- 
cerned 'for their Lying, Pride, or Envy ; and 
as long-as they kept chemſclves freefrom groſs 
carnal fins, there was no convinewng thei but 
that they were the Children of God, though 
they abounded in all forts of Spiritral. 

But if ye offer the lame for Sacrifice, is it not 
evil ? St. Fames informeth us, Chap.2.10.who- 
ſoever ſhall keep the whole Law ( befrdes ) and 
yet offend in one point, that is, w#lfilly and 
. habitually, (let the Inſtance be what it will ) 
he is guilty of all - It is not upon God's as 
count; but his ewn;' from Copfererce- towards 
him, but reſpet to hinifelf, hat ſuch a one 
fticketh ar the reſt of cham. It muſt be gran- 
ted, ' we:cannot, when we hitve done our ut- 
maſt,eFattykeep alf,bretif we ds not our Hin- 
cere endeavour conferemdouſly to keep 4ll, WE 
are but-conmerfeit ant pretended Penitents. That 
is otie faule in the! Fruits) which #heſe brought 
forth ; tho they brought fowl fonie; 'they were 
but ſome,-not all that were required of them. * 

2. The other is, That though" they broutht 
forth ſome Fruits, they were but coarſe and 

' mean 
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mean ones, ſuch as were of leaf value. All 
the Commandments of God are equal in re- 
ſpe& of their Authority, but they are not ſo, 
in reſpe& of their Nature: So, ſome are of 
far more importance than others ; and their 
uſual manner was to. reſt in the performance of. 
thoſe that were leaſt material. Thus our Sa- 
viour deſcribeth them to themſelves, Matth. 23. 
Te pay tythe of mint, and annice, and cummin, 
but omit the weightier matters of the Law, mer- 
cy, and judgment, and faith. | 

They did not diſtinguiſh as they ought, be- 
tween Natural Duties, and {uch as are only 
Relative; between the Eſſential parts of Re- 
ligion, and ſuch as are but Inſtrumental; be. 
tween the power of Godlineſs, and the empty 
form of it. Accordingly, they were punCiual 
in faſting twice in the week, and uſed their 
Bodies hardly, , but minded, not ſo mach the 
mortifying their inordinate. AﬀeSions , which 
were the Springs of all their outward aGions, 
They daily read ſome portion of the Law, and 
got great part of it without book, but they 
did not make Conſcience of keeping the Con- 
mandments of it, but made them void by their 
own Traditions. | 


| They 
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They were' ſtrict Obſervers of the Sabbath- 
day, ſo as to do no manner of work on it ;-but 
their Tongues did not reſt from ſlandering their 
Neighbours on it, nor their Thoughts from lay- 
ing Snares for them. | 

I would not be underſtood as it theſe things 
were deſpicable in themlelves,. they miniſter 
to Piety, and ought to be encouraged, bur 
only when the other are left undone (to let you 
know ) then they are no where more to be 
prized, than they were here. The; moſt {pe- 
cious of them all are but ſo many empty Shells 
without their Kernels ; like that Offering (men- 
tioned by Panſanias ) to Ceres Phrygalienſes, 
not the Honey of their Bees, but only the 
Wax, the dry and taſtleſs part of their La- 
bours. They are all conſiſtent with a Carnal 
Mind and raigning Sins, with a hard heart and 
a wicked life; the unjuſt and the filthy, the ſen- 
ſual and the uncharitable may abound in_ them, 
and yet be juſt and filthy, ſenſual and un- 
charitable ſtill, They who would approve 
themſelves Penitents indeed, muſt bring forth 
Fruits of a more ſubſtantial excellent * kind. 
Theſe were not, but they muſt bring forth fruits 
that are meet for Repentance. And this is 

The laſt Propoſition I have to ſpeak to; prop. z. 

C 2 That 
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Fhat \if we would have our -Repontazee ac- 
cepted with God, we muſt not content our 
{elves with any Fruits, bur ſach as properly 
manifeſt the Reality and Ingenuity of it, Fruits 
indeed meet for Repentance. This we can- 
not' but grant in the general ; but leaſt any of 
us ſhould flatter our ſelves in the caſe, as theſe 
conceited' ones here did, and” think .thoſe fo 
that are not, beſides what may he gathered 
from that which hath been already ſpoken, it 
will be convenient for the clearer explication 
of. the Phraſe to acquaint you, that there is 
a two-fold mettneſ} we are to have regard to 
un the Frurts of our Repentance. 


- Firſt, That they be wreet with reſpect to our 


| Secondly, That they be zeet with reſpect 
to ethers. rut 


They muſt be meet with reſpe& to -our 
telves, and that two ways : meet with refpect 
eo our hives paſt, and meet alſo with reſpe@ to 
our lives for the future. 

The Fruits. off our Repentsnce ſhould be 
meet with reference to our hives paſt» Our 
Hwmiliation bearing ſome proportion to the ſins 

we 
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we have been guilty of. When our bleſſed 
Lord, . Luke 15. 7. ſpeaketh of. jnſt perſons 
that ac no Repentauce, we are not tro under-. 
ſtand it abſolutely but in a gqualifted fenfe : 
There are none fo juſt buc need ſome ( the 
Righteous falleth ſeven times a day , but they 
who from their Touth have lived wertzonſly and 
piouſly, without being ſtained with - any foul 
and heinozs Crime, are ſaid comparatively not 
to need. Repentance ; that is, ,not ſuch a one, 
{o ſharp and frgnal, {o deep and grievous, as 
they who have been extravagant and ſcanda- 
lows ſinners are obliged to ; but where. Trauſ- 
greſſron hath exceeded, "edke it 1s 2zcet that the 
Repentance ſhould exceed allo. 

[f -it;be trxe,, it is not. to. be imagined how 
it can be otherwiſe. You may as well ſuppoſe 
a Man to be no more concerned for a dange- 
rous Wound, with a, Sword, than for a flight, 
Scratch with. a Pin, as that a true Penitent ſhould. 
be no more diſturbed for crying and preſumptu- 
045 fe ns, than for ſins. of meer ſurprize and 
ordinary frailttes.... It is obſervable: that, when 
David had fallen into the great tranſareſſion , 
though a Prophet from God had expreſly told 
him, that his fin was done away ; yet for all 
that, he roared for the wery diſquietneſs of his 


beart, 
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heart, and his bones were conſumed within his, 


be monrned | ol the day long like 8 dove, and 
watered his Conch with bs Ara be chaſtried 
himſelf with faſting, and eat aſhes like bread. 
And if he did this who was ſure of his Par- 
don, what ſhall we think of them who have 
' ſinned as heinonſly, and yet do little or n1o- 
thing i in this kind, tho' they are not ſure ? 
It is true, Penitential Sorrow is not ſeated i in 


the AfteBlions direaly, but in the Vaderftand-' 


ing; and is rather Hatred than Grief. $0 that 
1 his appears ih the rational Appetite, that 
we loath and abhor our evil ways, It is not 


#blolttely neceflary it (ſhould be in the ſenfeble.. 


Bur when in pore. cafes that hathy ſo genetal- 
ati infleience 'typoti this, it is fuſpretons that! the 


herrt is not (0 throughty affeced as it ouphe, | 


where 'it hath no difcernable effets upon the 
oitetrd mm. They” Who 'are conſtiots' ts 
themſelves of aily ſcarlet fins, of" any flagrant 
and ener mort” Dites, ought” to confider that 
ehis- is one meetnefſ' in the Friis of their, Re- 
Peitince, they ſhould jadge" themſelves'by , 
whether they have a Abbie with tpeft ro 
t lives paſt. | 


The 
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The other is, That they be meet with 2. 

reſpe&t to our Lives for the future, becoming 
ſuch as have really repented them of their e- 
wil ways. That is, there muſt be a putting 
off the former Converſation, and we muſt be 
ew Creatures. | The ſevereſt fignifications of 
trouble for our ſins pat, if we forſeke them 
not upon it, St. Paul appolitely, calleth.* bo- * « Tim4 
dily Exerciſe ,, telling us, it profitteth little ; 
and ' accordingly we are to eſteem of it. 
It 1s not that which woft  wexeth us, bur that 
which oft pleaſeth God , we are chiefly to 
take care: of in our Repentance.. Now he 
looketh upon all that we do, wichout > 
mendment ; all Penances, all revenge upon our 
ſelves, bur as Self-deceit and Superſtition. He 
that will drink nothing but Water for fo 
long time , becauſe he hath been mntemperate, 
and will make a Beaſt of himlelf again, 
next time he mecteth with his Comrades; 
he that giveth ſo much Money to a.pioxs ule 
as a fine upon himſelf for his Vncleanneſ? , 
and turneth again to folly. upon, ſight of. the 
ſtrange Women ; hath rather the Ague of Re- 
pentance, than the Grace : Such a one may 
be ſaid to have fits of Repentance , but not 
thte fruits of it : They are firm and Taſting. 

| To 
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To. have theſe meet, -4þ 18 not enough, that 
hate be an tte er forſ, alin of. the 7. \. but 
there ought to be likewi e a careful exerciſe 

of the oppolite _ Grace ro. it. , It 1s not. c- 
nough for the profave man ,, that he talk: no 
more corruptly arid atheiſlically ; his commu- 
nication muſt be good to the uſe of edifying : 

', for the licentiozus man, that he leave off hi: 
wildneſe and ob hries , he muſt be an ex- 
ample of gravity and ſobriety. So St, Paul ad- 
'moniſheth the converted Romans, Chap, 6.1 g. 
'As ye bave Jielded your Members ſervants to 
"th 35h 6. and to inquity unto iniquity, even 
4 lo now yield your Members ſervants to righ- 
teouſneſs unto bolineſs. That #hence forward 
they would be as eminently ertuors, as be- 
fore they had been looſe and wiciows. This 
1s meet in the fruits of our Repentance as to our 

ſelves. - 
* But this is not all , the fruies of it muſt 
*be meet with reſpect to ret allo ; as many 
as have been any Ways wronged or injured by 

aur fins, , w 

© Beſides the diſhonow done to God by 
them, ſometimes mens ſins are pre- 
idicial. and miſcbievous to their A bboure. 
And where it hath been io , the fruits. of. Re- 


pentance 


| | IT; ]: 
pentauee are not meat, except they extend to 
them too, according as they have lieen dam- 
nified by them, either 


In their Outward man, or 
Their Inward. 


- Firſt, If they'haye been damnified by them 
in their outward man. Thus he who hath ta- 
ken away the Life of another, in Duel or 
heat of Blood ; muſt nor think he repenteth 
by lamenting and being. ſorry for it ,, (tho he 
can make'no ſaiisfa&ion to ithe perſon himſelf, 
whom he-hath thraf? into the other World 
in ſo unbeſceming , ſo dangerous a poſture ) 
it is. zeet he be .ſollicious ro make. the beft 
and :moft: proper. he can, + to'that' of him: which 
s left, his' Relatives that ſurvive him. - He 
who by eefiling the Bed 'of | another , -hath 
impoſed.a ſpurious Off-ſpring upon his Eat 
fyand Forrumes 5i muſt not | chink 2he repewt+ 
eth by being-ſame'times troubled 17 mind a 
bout it, bur doth nothing to © prevenc: thi 
{ubſequent/Evils : 'it is: areet, if it be in; his 
power, {o to-orderiie'that none of the laws 


Fib ue receive' damage by it. He who hath 


defrauded another by artifice iz dealing, or a- 
| D abuſing 
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abuſing a tra repoſed in him , muſt not 
think he hath repented , becauſe he hath acked 
God forgiveneſs for it, fo long as he de- 
raineth the gains of unrighteouſneſs in his hands; 
It is zvect ( 1f he be. able.) that he make him 
aCtual reſtitution. He who hath. defuned a» 
nother by calunmating and miſrepreſenting 
him, muſt not think he repenteth, by holding 
hjs tongue for the future : it is meet , that 
( whenever he judgeth it may be ſerviceable 
to him) by acknowledging the groundleſneſs of 
it, he make him reparation... Fhere is no 
ſpeaking to all the particular caſes in this 
kind, they are fo many and warious ; let it 
ſuffice to. ſay, That tho. where the offence 
bath been only againſt God, to- bring forth 
fruits unto him, is all that is required: yet 
where it is in any kind againſt our brother too, 
there a: conſideration 3s to. be had of hin al- 
ſo, or our repentance -bringeth not forth meet 
ruits, As it muſt be thus. in our repentance 
of fins againſt the Temporal: good of others. 
So it: muſt be 

Secondly, In ſuch ferns as are againſt their 
eternal. good ; prejudicial to their immortsl 
precious Souls, Such is every one guilty of, 
who hath been the unhappy inſtrument: of 
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corrupting. and debauching” any. other perſon. 
It is not for any to make light of this, be- 
cauſe it was in their own choice , whether 
they would hearken to, and be perſwaded by 
them, or not. The Devil hath ſo much to 
plead for his tempting us ; and yet he will be 
tormented for it, notwithſtanding that : and fo 
will zen too , who have been the means of 
enticing and turning any from the ways of 
righteouſneſs, if they endeavour not what they 
can to rec/aim them they have ſo perverted , 
and prevent the fatal Conſequences of it, The 
Laſcivious muſt not be ſatisfied with repert- 
ing bimfelf of his laſcivionſneſs , but muſt ſeck 
to bring the anhappy frail one his importunity 
prevailed with to ſen with hint, to repent too, 
The profane one mult not think is ſufficient 
to recover himſelf out of the Snare of the De- 
vil, but muſt ſtrive to recover ſuch as he 
hath, poiſoned with his looſe and wretched Prin- 
ciples out of the Snare of the Dewil allo. 
Was it not. a cutting Queſtion of God to 
Cain, Where is Abel thy Brother, when it was 
he that murthered him ? but how much deep- 
er muſt it pierce, to be asked at laſt, Where 
is thy Companion £ whom thou haſt been the 
barbarous cauſe of depriving, not of temporal 

2 life, 
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life, but of eternal / How knoweft thoti ('O 
mat | ) but: chy good : counſel ' yet may fave 
them? ir being likely to leave a greater im- 
preſſion on them , than that of any other 
porſon. And thinkeſt thou not thy ſelf con- 
cetned- to try ? -. 

This is ſo »zeet , 'that if it 'were not dwty, 
one would think meer ingenuity and good na- 
tere ſhould be endugh to prompt to it. The 
rich "man 1s repreſented. having ſo much cha- 
rity in Hell, as to deſire his Brethren might be 
warned that they rame not into that plate of 
torment : and would. it not Jook monſtrous 
to.find {o- little on Earth, in any who have 
endangered:the. Souls of them thy pretended 
particuiar uncommon kindneſs for, to ſuffer 
them to! go on in the way that Teadeth to de- 
ſtruction, which they themſelves enticed 'them 
into, without caring' what becomerh of them? 
Surely as hath been the tra»ſgreſſion, ſo ought 
to be the repentance -- where the ey 
hath reached to others to pollute , there the 
repentance muſt reach to them alſo, to izſtru&, 
perſwade, and reform them. 

[ conclude- with -this ove. Inference from 
that which hath been ſpoken. © When there 
are ſo many fruit# meer for repentance, relating 


both 


- 
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both to oxy ſelves and others, whoever put it 
off to the cloſe of their lives, muſt be guilty 
of unanſwerable careleſneſs and preſumption. 
Fruits require time to bring them to maturity, 
and can all the fruits of repentance, ( which 
are no fewer than you have heard) in our 
Laſt ſickneſs, as in a hot bed, be raiſed and ri- 

ened in a few days, or perhaps but hours ? 
Who that hath any ſenſe of an immortal ſtate, 
would venture it upon ſuch unlikelihoods ? 
Can the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt be built in 
a day? It the fruits of repentance be not only 
a ſorrewful looking rk Pix. our lives paſt, 


but a ſincere /iving well for the time to come, 


. how abſard as well as deſperate is it , for any 


to defer it, while chey perceive they cannot 
live! , 

Men flatter themſelves with the Example 
of the Thief upon the Croſs, and the Laboure 
ers that came in at the /aft hour ; both which 
were never called before, and ſo are not our 
caſe : but conſider not that of the fooliſh Vir. 


gins ,, which'is. The Parable acquainteth us , 


with their fear and ſorrow, their diligence and 
defire , their great cry , and running up and 
down, their begging of oyl, and their going out 
to buy , when the Bridegroom was juſt on 
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coming 3 all that could be done in ..ſo ſhort ..4 
ace: And telleth us withal, the zo effe&t of 
it: That when they came to enter, they had 
ſtazed too long, the door was ſhut upon them. 
It is not to be denyed, but that God can 
do Miracles of Mercy, as well as Miracles of 
Power ; but why ſhould he that has a Soul to 
ſave run ſo bold, fo needleſs a hazard, to have 
nothing elſe to depend upon ? 
Having been too Jong to preſs this fur- 
ther, I ſhall end with a paſlage of St. Augu- 


fiine, containing his Opinion of it. © A faith- 


* ful Man ( ſaith he) living well, goeth hence 
&« ſecurely: A wicked Man that Repenteth, 
« and afterwards liveth well, goeth hence ſe- 
&« curely : He that Repenteth not while he is 
« going hence, fe ſecurnus hinc exit ego non ſun 
« ſecurus, &c. Do I ſay he ſhall be damned? 
« I do not ſay it. Do I fay he ſhall be ſaved? 
« I do not fay it. I Judge not, I Promiſe 
« not, I Know not, Would you free your 
«© Souls from doubt ? Would you avoid that 
«© which is uncertain ? Repent before that day 
«* overtake you. Thcn you may have good 
« Reaſon to believe you are ſincere in it, be- 
&« cauſe you leave off your fins, when you 
* might enjoy them. But if you only re- 
nounce 
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s nounce them, when you can no longer en- 
« joy them, you cannot ſo properly be faid 
« to leave your ſins, as your ſins to leave 
© you. 


God Almighty grant, that every one of 
us may timely conſider of it before the Ax be 
laid to our Root. For as the Tree falleth ſo ſhall 
i lye. 


